
 
 
Friday 20th March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and carers 
   
First of all a reminder that Baylis Court nursery School will be closed at the end of the school day today 
(Friday 20th March 2020) until further notice. The government expects parents to now look after their 
children at home and make arrangements for their care themselves. This is critical in preventing further 
mass spread of the coronavirus. 
  
In response to the emergency childcare initiative, this letter is to let you know about the plans we have in 
place to provide for the children of ‘key workers’ and those children that are classed as most vulnerable. 
 

• There will be some ‘emergency only care’ in place within the nursery building from                   
Monday 23rd March 2020. This will be for a restricted group of vulnerable children and children of 
parents whose work is crucial for the Covid-19 response effort.  

• We may not be providing the normal child : staff ratios, but we will ensure that all provision is fully 
risk-assessed to ensure a safe environment for all children at all times. 

• This will not be a ‘drop-in’ facility. Children’s attendance will only be by advance arrangement or, in 
emergencies, with an agreement from the head teacher. 

• A guiding principle will always be in place that the safety of the children is paramount, if we are 
unable to provide safe care for any given child due to staff shortages or lack of expertise, we will not 
be able to cater for that child until we can make it safe to do so. 

 
Please note that this is not normal nursery school provision. It will be safe and enjoyable for everyone 
involved, but will not be the equivalent of normal school provision in terms of the educational content of 
each day. 
  
Eligible Children: 
 
The government has now provided a comprehensive list of ‘Key Workers’ within the information to be found 
at the following link: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision 
  
The guidance also clarifies ‘vulnerable children’ as those, “with safeguarding and welfare needs, including 
child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young carers, disabled children and 
those with ‘education, health and care plans (EHCP’s)’. 
  
Please also note the guiding principles within the information: 
  
1.      If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be; 
2.     If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, then 

educational provision will be available for them; 
3.     Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent social distancing 

category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying conditions; 
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4.    Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which  
can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults. 

  
In order to best protect both children and staff during this crisis, we will be asking that childcare is 
requested only where there is a ‘need’. The guiding principle 1 above should be the starting point for 
families. The guidance reaffirms this stance with the following statement: 
  
“Many parents working in these critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every 
child who can be safely cared for at home should be.” 
  
We would ask that all families consider the impact on themselves, their families and others in terms of the 
spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) before requesting childcare. 

For our families staying at home, we are providing ideas and activities you can do and have already sent 
some of these home via Parentmail. Please sign up to Parent mail if you have not done so already. We will 
continue to send out new material in the coming weeks and will alert you as we do so. 

In the meantime, I would like to extend my gratitude to all of you for working with us to help manage this 
emergency. Your support is vital in helping to stem the spread of the virus and overcome this crisis. 

As always please take care and look after yourselves and your families. 

 

Your faithfully 

Mr P Gregory 

Head Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


