
 
 
19th May 2020 

 
 

Plans for the Phased Wider Opening of Baylis Court Nursery School: 
From 8th June 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you, your children and your families are keeping well. I would like to thank you for your support and 
understanding during this unprecedented time of upheaval and disruption to our way of life. 
 
The government recently announced that “the transmission rate of coronavirus has decreased. We 
therefore anticipate, with further progress, that we may be able, from the week commencing 1st June 2020 
to welcome back more children to early years, school and further education settings. We will only do this 
provided that the five key tests set by government justify the changes at the time, including that the 
rate of infection is decreasing and the enabling programmes set out in the UK Government’s 
COVID-19 recovery strategy are operating effectively. As a result we are asking schools, colleges and 
childcare providers to plan on this basis, ahead of confirmation that these tests are met” (Actions for 
Education and Childcare Settings to Prepare for Wider Opening from 1St June 2020). My understanding is 
that the government will be able to confirm whether the five key tests have been met around about the 
weekend of 30th/31st May, though we hope it may be before then. 
 
Information in this letter is to provide you with our current lines of thinking and planning for the welcoming 
back of more children to Baylis Court Nursery School. Our plans continue to be undertaken with reference 
to the array of national guidance from central government, consultation and support from Slough Borough 
Council, guidance and support from appropriate unions representing our teachers and support staff and 
information provided by you responding to our surveys. 
 
Our job is to plan for the possible phased wider opening of our nursery. If we follow the government’s 
guidance and implement our own wider opening plan, a plan we have developed with staff and governors, 
we believe we can widen our offer (beyond children of critical workers and vulnerable children) to more 
children from Monday 8th June. 
 
Please do not bring you child in on that date unless a place has been confirmed with the nursery. 
 
At this point, may I direct you to an announcement made on the Slough Borough Council website, which 
confirms how all schools in Slough are working towards reopening: 
 
https://www.slough.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/coronavirus-and-schools.aspx 
 
We are developing our plan; we will tweak it using the latest government guidance and discuss with staff 
and with governors. All our staff who are able to return to work want to do everything they can to make this 
work in a safe, calm and sensible way. I must stress we want to welcome back your children but only 
when it is safe to do so and where we can be satisfied that we have minimised the risks for all who enter 
our site and who make up our school community. 
 
In this letter, you will find sections covering all the plans we have been able to make towards safely opening 
the school to more groups of children from Monday 8th June 2020. This is not a full risk assessment, 
although much of the information will form the core of that document. The information is also not a 
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comprehensive list of everything we have planned as some of the detail is yet to be finalised, but where 
that is the case, we have done our best to signpost the next steps or when the information will be available.  
 
It is our hope that this at least starts to help all of our families to make decisions about the return to school 
for children.  
 
There are sections of this document that have been extremely challenging to write as, at times, it goes 
against everything that most of us hold dear, but we have worked hard to balance the emotional well-being 
of the children and our staff with the rigorous safety measures that we need to implement. We have used 
the government guidance (particularly the two documents that are linked to below) as the basis for most of 
our planning, although final decisions have been, and will continue to be, made that are best for our 
children, staff and wider school community. 
 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-
settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings  
 

I know that everyone involved will want to work together to ensure the safest possible situation for all and 
that everything that happens next will continue to help take these bold steps forward together. Our two key 
focal points are the safety measures that we put in place to keep everyone physically well, but also the 
atmosphere we create that keeps children and staff happy and relaxed in order to stay emotionally well. 
 
Overview: The list of items on the following pages remain a ‘work in progress’. Following this, we will once 
again survey parents of eligible children to ask for a firm decision as to whether children will be attending 
from Monday 8th June or not (please see Attendance section for more information on this). 
 
The list is not in any specific order and many of the items are interrelated, so please read the whole 
document carefully before raising any questions with the nursery. If you do have questions that you think 
may not be covered by the detailed documentation next week, please email  
post@baylis-nursery.slough.sch.uk and we will try to amalgamate any queries into our planning.  
 
Some of the questions that were raised in the parent survey have already been addressed in the following 
information: 
 
 
Return to Nursery Survey 
 

Question:- Possible return to nursey when it is safe. 

We do not intend to send our child to school on Monday 1st June *, but may consider 
this in future weeks 

44% (34) 

We intend to send our child in as soon as possible 22% (17) 

We are unsure whether our child will be coming to school on Monday 1st June *  19% (15) 

We do not intend to send our child back to school before the end of the academic 
year 

15% (12) 

*The date 1st June is a preliminary date has changed as result of our ongoing planning. 
 
 

Question:- If you do not intend to return your child to nursery (you do not have to and your place 
will be secure whatever you decide), please choose the most relevant response. 

We are worried how social distancing will be maintained by very young children at 
nursery 

57% (41) 

We are worried our child will not be safe in nursery with other children and adults  18% (13) 

We are worried our child will come into contact with the virus and pass it on to other 
family members  

14% (10) 

We have vulnerable adults and children in our household 8% (6) 

We are worried our child will not be safe travelling to and from nursery  3% (2) 
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Planning for Readmission to Nursery 
 

As part of our planning, we will be prioritising admission for children as follows: 
 
1. Children of key workers and vulnerable children (includes children with an Education, Health 

and Care Plan (and for whom the existing risk assessment is in place and subject to review); 
2. Children eligible for 30 hours provision and 

a) were attending this provision up to the school closure 20th March 2020 and 
b) will be moving to their new reception class September 2020; 

3. Children age 3 and 4 who will be starting their new reception class in September 2020; 
4. Children eligible for 30 hour provision from 1st April 2020 and who will be returning to nursery 

September 2020; 
5. Children who will continue be with our nursery from September 2020 to July 2020 (includes           

two and three year olds). 
 
Please do not bring your child back to nursery at any time unless you have received confirmation 
from the nursery that your child has a place. 
 
Groups of Children (Bubbles) 
We will be operating a rota system for attendance in order to keep the groups of children (we shall refer to 
them as ‘Bubbles’) as small as is safe and practicable. 
 
In the main nursery from 8th June (and I stress this is to start with) children will be welcomed back for one 
week at a time in groups of six i.e. the maximum group size of children for one session in either duck or 
frog class will be six. Children with an EHCP will be subject to review of the existing risk assessment. This 
is based on the staff we have available and to gain an understanding of how groups of children will be in 
the setting with our revised provision. We will revise this every week as we can hopefully expand the 
provision to more children. I must stress this will be a very gradual approach. 
 
Staffing 
Our planning is based on staff we have available. Should you decide to return your child to nursery, we aim 
to have staff working with your child who is familiar to them. However, this may not always be possible. 
Furthermore, with a reduced number of staff available, should one or more of them fall ill and need to self-
isolate, I will need to close provision to certain groups. This may be at very short notice if I do not have 
replacement staff available and I ask you to keep this in mind. 
 
What is a Bubble at Baylis Court Nursery School? 

 6 children in a bubble and usually this will be with adults they are familiar with; 

 Adults and children will stay with this bubble for the session in their classroom and outside area 
(please see social distancing below). 

 We will make maximum use of our large outside area where the large space will lessen the 
opportunity for children to interact with others from another bubble in our setting (please see social 
distancing below). We will section off the garden area as best we can but recognise that children 
from one bubble could interact with children from another bubble. 

 Bubbles will be made up of other children in their original main class group.  

 Bubbles are fixed (so when your child attends for a one-week rota, the next time they attend for a 
week they will be with the same group of children from the previous week they attended). 

 Children will be spread out when using the inside environment class (Please see ‘What Will 
Provision Look Like? below). 

 Children will be discouraged from sharing of resources and equipment (Please see ‘What Will 
Provision Look Like? below) in line with government guidance. 
 

Social Distancing 
From your survey responses above you are worried how social distancing will be maintained for the very 
young nursery age children. This is recognised by government in their advice and I reiterate with honesty 
that social distancing will be impossible to maintain in the nursery. It will become more challenging when 
and if the numbers of children attending increase over time. 
 
Overall social distancing is impossible and we will not even try to implement it as it could have 
greater emotional harm if implemented. 



Infection Control 
The government guidance provides the following ‘hierarchy’ of priorities for infection control: 

 

- minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend childcare settings, 
schools or colleges 

- cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running 
water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all 
parts of the hands are covered 

- ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
- cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and 

bleach 
- minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 

classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break times) 
 

Some of the infection control measures will be covered in other sections, but here are a number of 
key areas that we will have in our risk assessment:  
- Any child who displays symptoms will be sent home. If the only symptom displayed has been a 

cough, we will send the child home and liaise with the parents to see if it persists. If there is a 
persistent cough, a temperature or your child has a loss of taste or smell, he or she will have to 
be tested (as per government guidelines) and will not be able to return to school until they have 
been cleared or have gone through the subsequent isolation period 
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-
symptoms/); 

- Parents will be expected to ensure that there is never a time that there will not be an adult 
available to collect a child within 15 minutes of receiving a call from school. If the child needs to 
go home because of symptoms, your child will be isolated whilst being supervised by an adult 
who can maintain at least a 2m distance throughout. Weather permitting, this will take place 
outside; 

- If there is a confirmed case in school, we will enact policies to test and/or isolate the rest of the 
staff and children in that class and all parents will be informed; 

- Children will be encouraged to wash their hands regularly; 
- Tissues will be available for every child to help promote the ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach; 
- Surfaces will be washed thoroughly each day and wiped with antibacterial spray at regular 

intervals during the sessions; 
- Only a very small number of staff have been in since the initial school closure and all regular 

contact points such as door handles are prioritised for cleaning each day; 
- Each class will have their own First Aid Kits to avoid cross-contamination between class groups; 
- In order to ensure the safety of the rest of the school community it is vital that any parents 

choosing to send their child to school respect all government guidance and are not mixing with 
others outside of their household beyond the current regulations. If school has evidence that 
this is not the case, we reserve the right to not provide places for those children; 

- Although we do not expect this to be the case, where children are unable to follow the protocols 
that are put in place for the safety of everyone, we may have to ask parents to keep that child at 
home. 

 
Drop Off and Collection at Nursery 
You are asked to follow our new routine when you drop off and collect your child from nursery. 

 As well as a rota for attendance, we will initially be using a staggered time for drop off and 
collection.  

 Sessions will be in two hour blocks. We will be establishing two hour sessions so staff are able to 
clean, disinfect and prepare for the afternoon session of children and at the end of the day. Children 
of parents who meet the 30-hour criteria will have longer sessions as per previous arrangements. 

 There will be staggered drop off and collection times for individual bubble groups and you will be 
notified of this when your place is confirmed with you. 

 It is important you arrive and collect at the exact time you are given so we can minimise the amount 
of pedestrian traffic coming to and from nursery. Only members of the household with responsibility 
for their child will be permitted on to the school site at a time. We request you keep the number of 
adults attending on site to a minimum. 
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 Whilst waiting outside the nursery school with your child please respect a two metre distance 
between you and the next parent and child. 

 You will be directed onto the site by a member of staff. 

 There will be no meet and greet by me at the front door as previously. 

 On entering the site, you will be directed to the gate on the right where you will be asked to hand 
your child over to a member of staff who will be waiting for you and your child.  

 You are asked to maintain a two metre distance between your self and the member of staff waiting. 

 We will take the temperature of your child (using an infrared temperature reader), register them and 
send them indoors where they will be greeted by another member of staff who will ensure your child 
will wash their hands for twenty seconds. 
 

 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):  
Although we will have a stock of PPE in place prior to Monday 8th June (aprons, gloves, face-masks, face 
shields and eye protectors), the guidance is clear that this is not something we should use regularly and 
children should also not wear face-masks due to the increased risks that incorrect usage brings. 
 
However, we have made the decision that as part of our protocols, staff will use PPE on occasions of close 
intimate care or when a child has an accident requiring First Aid. For nappy changing, episodes of vomiting, 
changing a child when wet through toileting difficulties, staff will be using a face shield or mask and 
goggles, disposable apron and gloves. They will also be using gloves for cleaning tasks. During sessions, 
handwashing and good hygiene will be the priority. 
 
To minimise the potential transmission of the virus between your child and a member of staff when 
changing nappies (and if your child is not yet toilet trained), please could you follow this link which will 
support you to encourage your child to be independent in this area of personal hygiene:  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/potty-training-tips/ 
 
We ask you to be aware that nursery age children will find it extremely difficult to independently 
maintain the hygiene measures that are needed to stop the spread of the virus (sneezing into the 
crook of their arm or tissue etc.). 

 
What Will Provision Look like? 
Provision will not be as before. In planning and preparing for the wider opening of the nursery, staff have 
been making alterations to the classroom and outside environment. Government guidance has stated that 
malleable materials such as playdough and sand and water should be carefully thought of as to their use. 
We have removed soft toys, blankets, dressing up clothes and severely reduced items such as books. We 
have reduced the number of play resources to a minimum to ensure that items such as wooden blocks, 
Duplo, pens, small world imaginative play and paper are kept to an absolute minimum so they can be 
regularly cleaned and wiped down. Government guidance advises that children are discouraged from 
sharing resources. 
 
We will use our best endeavours to provide educational support in accordance with the EYFS 
statutory framework. Staff usually work closely and side by side with the children. This will no 
longer be possible in the proposed arrangements. We are also concerned that this new way of 
working could cause stress and anxiety in the children as they would not be able to understand 
why the above measures have been put in place. We believe this will have an effect on the amount 
of learning that the children will be able to achieve. 
 
Most of the play will occur outside where equipment will also be wiped and cleaned on a regular basis 
during and at the end of sessions. 
 
 
Visitors 
We will have no unplanned visitors to the school and the only planned visitors will be for things like 
essential maintenance. Where we do need to have a visitor they will undertake their visit away from 
everyone else with strict social distancing, hand-washing and all other infection control measure in place. 
Unfortunately, parents are included in this protocol and will not be allowed into the school buildings. 
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Miscellaneous: This section is to try and cover things that don’t really fit elsewhere or have been raised by 
staff or parents via the surveys: 
 

 Ventilation will be used as much as possible with windows and external doors opened when it is 
safe and appropriate to do so. We do intend to use our outdoor spaces for learning as much as 
possible. 

 
We will work hard to provide a hygienic and safe environment at the nursery in order to minimise 
the risks, but we ask you to recognise that we cannot guarantee that your child will not come into 
contact with Covid-19. 
  
We hope that this information gives all of our eligible families at least some of the information they need to 
be able to make a final choice about their child restarting school on Monday 8th June. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mr Gregory 
 
Head Teacher 
Baylis Court Nursery School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


